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Abstract

One of the main goals of theoretical linguists working on heritage languages
has been to analyse how heritage grammars differ from monolingual gram-
mars. More specifically, the focus has been on whether the noncanonical
patterns that can be observed in heritage speakers are due to interrupted ac-
quisition, attrition, non-target like input or universal principles of language
change, and whether these noncanonical patterns are not random, but follow
a certain systematicity (cf., e.g., Benmamoun/Montrul/Polinsky 2013, Polin-
sky 2018). In the latter case, they are often treated as evidence for the emer-
gence of new grammars (or varieties) that are different from the homeland
varieties.

Case marking has been identified to be a very likely candidate for systematic
restructuring in heritage grammars (cf. Benmamoun/Montrul/Polinsky 2013:
154ff.). Thus, Polinsky (2006) describes a systematic pattern of case restruc-
turing in heritage Russian spoken in the U.S. which leads to the merging of
nominative and accusative forms of all declensional classes and a loss of
other case forms (e.g., genitive and prepositive) in less proficient heritage
speakers. For Russian as a heritage language in Germany the picture is less
clear: While Gagarina (2013) reports on omission of inflectional endings in
spontaneous speech in child heritage speakers, Anstatt (2011) observes sin-
gle deviations from monolingual case marking in adolescent heritage speak-
ers of Russian which are, however, rather idiosyncratic, thus offering no ev-
idence for a restructuring of the case system in German Russian.

In the talk | want to systematically analyse whether case marking is indeed
a vulnerable domain for heritage speakers of Russian and Polish in Germany
by using different types of data sets and adopting a longitudinal perspective.
In a longitudinal project we collected data on 26 Russian and 23 Polish ado-
lescent heritage speakers who were tested four times (years 2014, 2015, 2017
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and 2018) for their mastering of the case system in their heritage language.
Data were gathered by using experimental tasks targeting production (elic-
ited oral narratives, filling in gaps in a cloze test) as well as perception (gram-
maticality judgment task) of case forms in Russian/ Polish. The main goal is
to establish whether our informants exhibit signs of attrition with regard to
case marking in their heritage language throughout the covered time span
and, if yes, whether our data support the view of a tendency towards a sys-
tematic restructuring of the case system in heritage contexts. For this pur-
pose, our results are compared to other studies dealing with case marking of
heritage Russian and Polish in the European as well as North American con-
texts.
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