
T he vast m ajor i ty  of  Ear ly  M oder n  European  
h istor iogr aph ical  p roduct ion  is f ar  f r om  being  
?object ive?  for  a 21st cen tur y reader. N ever theless, 
the in ter p retat ions of  key h istor ical  even ts, 
especial ly  rel igious and pol i t i cal  con f l i cts, given  
by the Ear ly  M oder n  author s tel l  us a lot  of  about 
thei r  approach  to wr i t ing h istor y  and the taste of  
the read ing aud ience. T he paper  fol lows sever al  
str ategies of  h istor ical  w r i t ing in  the 16 th , 17th  and 
18th  cen tur ies and br ief ly  com pares them  w i th  
tendencies in  m oder n  h istor iogr aphy.
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  Rel igious Confl ict
  and I ts (M eta)-In terpretat ion

H istor ians and biogr apher s of  today are expected to m eet the requ i rem en ts of  h istor ical  

object iv i ty, wh ich  is a ver y young concept in  i tsel f . T he vast m ajor i ty  of  Ear ly  M oder n  

European  h istor iogr aph ical  p roduct ion  is f ar  f r om  being ?object ive? for  a 21st cen tur y 

reader. N ever theless, the in ter p retat ions of  key h istor ical  even ts given  by the Ear ly  

M oder n  author s tel l  us a lot  about thei r  approach  to wr i t ing h istor y  and the taste of  the 

read ing aud ience. 

M y paper  exam ines how the rel igious and pol i t i cal  con f l i cts that , in  the Czech  lands, 

lasted  approx im ately  f r om  1378 to 1485 -  the per iod  known  as H ussi te er a -  were 

ref lected  in  the h istor iogr aph ical  wor ks wr i t ten  in  the 16 th , 17th  and 18th  cen tur ies. I n  the 

core par t  of  the p resen tat ion  I  focus on  the descr ip t ion  of  sever al  ar m ed con f l i cts wh ich   

happened in  the revolu t ionar y year s (f r om  1419 to 1434) in  Ear ly  M oder n  Czech  

h istor iogr aphy. Czech  H um an ist  and Baroque author s had a ver y l im i ted  num ber  of  

con tem por ar y sources concer n ing the H ussi te W ar s. I n  add i t ion , they tended to 

par aph r ase, com plem en t or  com m en t on  the or iginal  sources in  a way that was of ten  

dependen t of  the Cathol ic or  Refor m ed or ien tat ion  of  the author . I  then  show how 

in for m at ion  f rom  the p r im ar y Czech  sources was tr ansfor m ed in  the Ear ly  M oder n  

tr anslat ions. Pr im ar y at ten t ion  is paid  to the wor ks of  An toine Var i l las and W i l l iam  

Gi lp in , who tur ned the or iginal  annal ist i c records som eth ing approach ing h istor ical  

f i ct ion . 

T he paper  fol lows sever al  str ategies of  w r i t ing h istor y  in  Ear ly  M oder n  Per iod  and 

br ief ly  com pares them  w i th  tendencies in  m oder n  h istor iogr aphy. 

T he lecture is addressed to a broad aud ience. I t  i s m ean t for  studen ts who are in terested  

in  Cen tr al  European  h istor y  and h istor ical  w r i t ing, look ing to get a good feel  for  the 

basic i ssues of  the Ear ly  M oder n  approach  to sources and i ts developm en t.
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